Instructor Name: Victor Pinnock 
Course #: DMD-004 
Lesson Title: Digital Design CTE 
Grade level: 11-12th 
Duration (time, number of sessions): 3-4 classes (45 minutes each) 
3 Versions of the test which can make this a recurring topic for 12-18 classes during the year
Social / Emotional topic: Students will learn about Adobe Photoshop which is a leading software in design, studying for the test will prepare students for one of the requirements for their advanced regents diploma. Understanding the test interface will help students emotionally and be familiar with the ins and outs of Person’s ACA exam.
Academic Goal(s): In order to prepare students will need to be able to pass a number of preparation exams; Concept Exam, Simulation Exam and Practice Exam. with a score of 80 or more. This means students have learned about the basics of design, printing, digital preparation for web and video.
Art Goal(s): Students will learn to use photoshop in order to edit color ranges, remove backgrounds, align projects and correct images.
Introduction: In order for students to receive their advanced CTE diploma they need to pass at least one of the ACA exams. In this case we are focusing on the Adobe Photoshop 2024 ACA exam, which is provided by Pearson View. In the previous months students have learned to use photoshop to edit images, create animations, export files in different formats and use the tools creatively. During the exam prep students learn to prepare for the test’s specific questions by studying using the Gmetrix study guide tools as well as taking the practice exams while taking physical notes.
Accommodations: Students who are disabled, physically or mentally impaired will be given relevant accommodations or paired with a paraprofessional who will help them participate in a meaningful way. Teachers will make sure that these students are given extra individualized attention when necessary to make sure they understand the assignment and can learn the content.
Visual Reference(s): 
Videos: 
Required: 
Step by Step Gmetrix exam Guide - Google Slides, Victor Pinnock 2021
Adobe Photoshop Book - PDF, Andrew Faulkner and Conrad Chavez
Materials: 
● Paper, pens, pencils, markers or other writing materials and Notebook (for notes)

● Computers with adobe software for Photoshop practice
● Gmetrix account and Adobe account for exam practice. 
Warm-up Activity: 
Students should log in to their Gmetrix account and review at least 5 of the questions from the study guide, making sure to take notes of the question in their notebook.
Object-based Inquiry Discussion: How can we better prepare for the exam? Is doing project based learning a better option than the test taking option?
Main Workshop Description: 
Part 1: Concept Exam: This exam only covers the vocabulary words that are related to the exam, it includes a training and a testing mode. Students must pass this test with at least an 80 before moving on to the simulation exam. Students 
Part 2: Simulation exam: Once students have passed the concept exam with at least an 80, they can start practicing the simulation exam, first in training mode. Training mode allows students to know which questions they did wrong and explains the right answer to them. Students should take notes of each question to help prepare.
Part 3: Practice Exam: The final portion of the preparation is the practice exam, this requires students to have access to an adobe cloud account as well as a computer with internet access and gmetrix program installed on the computer. 
Part 4: Exam Administration: The final portion of the preparation is the practice exam, this requires students to have access to their City email account, Certiport account and have completed all other forms of preparation, at least 2 concept exams, a simulation exam and at least one practice exam (or 2 in class review sessions.
Reflection: After digital versions are submitted students will compare notes with other students and create study guides in groups of 3. The alternative to students who do not wish to work in groups is creating their own study guides using photoshop, with icons, step by step and images (with the help from their notes). These will then be shared with the class to help prepare for the exam.
Assessment: Once a month students will have the opportunity to take the exam, students will have to be excused from the first 15 minutes of the next class or stay during lunch time depending on the period. This test takes at least 50 minutes and there is no rest in between sessions. There are 30 questions total, 13 are general design industry knowledge questions and 17 are photoshop based tasks. Students must score at least a 700 in order to pass the exam.
Vocabulary: 
Typography: Typography is the art and technique of arranging type to make written language legible, readable and appealing when displayed. The arrangement of type involves selecting typefaces, point sizes, line lengths, line-spacing, and letter-spacing, and adjusting the space between pairs of letters. 
CTE Standards Relevant to the ACA exam: 
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AR-PRT 1 - 2. Apply knowledge of services, equipment, capabilities, workflow process, data acquisition and technology to deliver customer service. 
AR-PRT 1 - 3. Analyze scheduling processes to ensure timely completion of projects. AR-PRT 1- 4. Identify quality control measures. 
Career 
Pathway: Printing 
production of various print, multimedia, or 
assembly process. * Identify the 
* Identify the steps in preparing files for 
page assembly 
process. * Identify the 
Technology 
digital media 
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AR-P RT 2 
Demonstrate the 
products. 
1. Examine the page 
building the document. 
* Identify problems that can occur in the 
process for best results. 
AR-PRT 2 - 5. Apply appropriate software programs in design and production. * Examine the processes for which CTP, PDF, PS and DSC would be used. * Describe the technologies used for digital proofing. 
Career Pathway: Printing Technology 
AR-TEL 1 
Demonstrate the use of industry specific terminology, tools and test equipment related to telecommunications. 
AR-TEL 1 - 3. Demonstrate use and care of test equipment. 
* Examine varieties of test equipment for specific uses. 
* Apply use and care principles to testing equipment. 
* Select specific test equipment. 
* Use test equipment. 
AR-TEL 1 - 4. Apply digital applications to deliver telecommunication services. * Apply a logical and systematic approach to troubleshooting digital devices. * Analyze varieties of digital signal technology. 
Career Pathway: Printing Technology
AR-TEL 3 
Demonstrate decision making, problem-solving techniques and communication skills when providing services for customers. 
AR-TEL 3 - 1. Solve customer problems using information related to customer needs. * Identify information related to customer needs. 
* Define the problem-solving method to be utilized. 
* Identify the obstacles to solving a problem and meeting the customer's needs. * Assess each alternative to determine potential solutions. 
* Select service or product related to customer needs. 
Career Pathway: Visual Arts 
AR-VIS 3 
Analyze and create two and three-dimensional art forms using various media. AR-VIS 3 - 1. Analyze art elements and principles of two-dimensional works of visual art in various media, including drawing, printmaking and computer software. 
* Demonstrate design principles in developing a project such as a brochure, logo, label, textile design, or other branding project. 
AR-VIS 3 - 3. Analyze multimedia applications of software/hardware for the purposes of visual communication 
* Apply elements and principles of art to use of computer software. 
Career Pathway: Web & Digital Communications 
IT-WD 03 - 2. Prepare visual design specifications. 
* Apply principles of design (color theory and schemes, proximity, alignment, repetition, web graphics, optimization, typography). 
* Identify technical constraints. 
* Create sample design showing placement of buttons/navigational graphics and suggested color scheme. 
Genetal Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A 
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.D 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.E 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
